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2.3.5.   Alternative E - Open Road to Motorized Use with One-Way Traffic Pattern

(Preferred Alternative)

Actions.  Under Alternative E, Tunnel #3 would be stabilized to a condition safe for motorized

and non-motorized use (Figure 2-5). Road improvements would be made on the entire 8.5-mile

length of road to allow use by motor vehicles. A new gate would be placed on Lower Gold Camp

Road at the east end of North Cheyenne Canon Park. This alternative would also include the

development of parking areas at or near trailheads.

Management. The entire 8.5-mile length of Gold Camp Road would be open to use by licensed

motor vehicles and non-motorized users. Traffic flow would be one-way from north to south for

motonzed users. The road would remain essentially a one-lane road. Signage and roadside rock

barriers would be to prohibit vehicles from stopping between the intersection of Gold Camp

Road/High Drive and Tunnel #3 and for an additional 1.5 miles south of the tunnel. Stopping

and parking along the road would be limited to developed parking areas south of Tunnel #3. The

Forest Service would manage accessand traffic flow. A cooperative effort with City of Colorado

Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Depatment could be developed and the existing

gate at Gold Camp Road and High Drive could be jointly  administered.

 There would be managed dispersed recreation. Non-motorized recreational use of the entire

8.5-mile segment of the road would continue, including hiking, bicycling, walking pets, and

riding horses. Non-motorized recreational users (hikers, bicyclists, pet walkers) would be

provided with additional options to leave and reconnect to the road on existing and newly

established trails to minimize potential conflicts on Gold Camp Road between motorized and

non-motorized users. Camping and campfires would be prohibited within 0.25 mile of the road. 

The Forest Service would continue to prohibit recreational shooting.  Under this alternative, pet

owners would be required to keep their dogs on a leash while on Gold Camp Road. Equestrian

use of the road would continue, but no enhancement for equestrian use would occur. Seasonal

closure of the road from November 1 to April 1 would continue.

  Estimated Costs.

  Tunnel:                                         $710,000

  Phase 1 Road Investment:         $530,900

  Phase 2 Road Investment:         $  20,000

  Annual Operation and Maintenance: $ 47,000

  Implementation. The following list identifies the components of this alternative and the order

in which they would be implemented:

      (1) Tunnel #3 would be structurally repaired to allow safe passage for motorized and non- 

     motorized use.

      (2) Stopping parking, and turn-out areas would be improved along the road south of Tunnel

     #3.  However, parking or stopping would be limited for the first 2.5 miles south of the

     intersection of Gold Camp Road/High Drive.

      (3) Gold Camp Road would be open to one-way licensed motorized traffic.

               (a) Traffic flow would be from north to south, essentially uphill, from North Cheyenne     

                 Canon Road/High Drive to Old Stage Road.

          (b) One-way signage would be placed at the intersection of Gold Camp Road and North

           Cheyenne Canyon Road, at the intersection of Gold Camp Road and Old Stage Road,

            and at strategic locations along the road.

      (4) A new gate would be placed on Lower Gold Camp Road at the east end of North

     Cheyenne Canon Park to prohibit entry into the park after dark. The gate would be

     managed by the City of Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services

     Department.

      (5) The Forest Service would consider the option of placing a new gate between Tunnel #3

     and Old Stage Road (approximately 6 miles north of Old Stage Road at Fairview) to help

     manage access after dark.

          (a) Alternately, the existing gate at Gold Camp Road/High Drive could be managed by      

                 the City of Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Department. An

            additional gate could be placed at the east end of the North Cheyenne Canon Park to  

            prohibit additional entry after dark.

    (6) The Forest Service would develop an interpretive plan for the 8.5-mile segment of road. A

     series of interpretive signs could be placed at designated turn-out locations, including

     tunnels and other features.

    (7) Trails that intersect the road would be enhanced along the entire 8.5-mile segment newly

     open to motorized use. Approximately 12.2 miles of trails for non-motorized use would

     be constructed and linked to other trails (Figure 2-5).

            (a) Parking areas at or near trailheads would be constructed in the vicinity of enhanced     

       trails.  (Figure 2-5).

Under separate Forest Service funding, vegetation treatment and fuels management (such as

forest thinning) would be conducted along the road and where needed to reduce the risk of fire.

2.3.7.   Alternative G - Fully Open Road to Motorized and Non-Motorized Use

 Actions.  Under Alternative G, the 8.5-mile segment of the road would open to unrestricted

two-way traffic similar to the situation before the collapse of Tunnel #3. Tunnel #3 would be

stabilized to a condition safe for motorized and non-motorized use (Figure 2-7).  The road would

be improved with additional turn-outs and sight distance improvements developed at key

locations to improve safety for two-way traffic.  This alternative would also include the

development of parking areas at or near  trailheads.

 Management. The entire 8.5-mile length of Gold Camp Road would be open to unlimited use

by motor vehicles and non-motorized recreationists.  The road would be open to two-way traffic

but remain essentially a one-lane-wide road and would not be widened to two lanes.  Signage

and roadside rock barriers would be used to prohibit vehicles from stopping between the

intersection of Gold Camp Road/High Drive and Tunnel #3. The gate at the intersection of Gold

Camp Road/High Drive and North Cheyenne Canyon Road would be closed at night to prevent

motorists from entering North Cheyenne Canon Park after dark. There would be managed

dispersed recreation, and non-motorized recreational use of the road would continue, including

hiking, bicycling, walking pets, and riding horses. Recreational use would continue on the road

with the option for recreational users (hikers, bicyclists, pet walkers) to leave and reconnect to

the road on existing and newly established trails. Camping and campfires would be prohibited

within 0.25 mile of the road.  The Forest Service would continue to prohibit recreational

shooting. Under this alternative, pet owners would be required to keep their dogs on a leash

while on the road. Equestrian use of the road would continue, but no enhancement for equestrian

use would occur. Seasonal closure of the road from November 1 to April 1 would continue.

Estimated Costs.

Tunnel:                                      $710,000

Phase 1 Road Investment:                $764,700

Phase 2 Road Investment:                $  21,000

Annual Operation and Mamtenance:  $  92,000

Implementation. The following list identifies the components of this alternative and the order in

which they would be implemented:

    (1) Tunnel #3 would be structurally repaired to allow safe passage for motorized and non-

     motorized use.

    (2) The road would be upgraded to minimal two-way specifications, with some additional

     turn-outs and sight distance improvements.

    (3) A new gate would be placed on Gold Camp Road at the east end of North Cheyenne

     Canon Park to prohibit entry into the park after dark.  The gate would be managed by the

     City of Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Department.

    (4) The Forest Service would consider the option of placing a new gate between Tunnel #3

     and Old Stage Road (approximately 6 miles north of Old Stage Road at Fairview) to help

     manage access after dark.

     (a) Alternately, the existing gate at Gold Camp Road/High Drive could be managed by      

       the City of Colorado Springs Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services Department. An       

      additional gate could be placed at the east end of the North Cheyenne Canon Park to        

     prohibit additional entry after dark.

    (5) The Forest Service would develop an interpretive plan for the 8.5-mile segment of road. A

     series of interpretive signs could be placed at designated locations, including tunnels and

     other features.

    (6) Trails that intersect the road would be enhanced along the entire 8.5-mile segment newly

     open to motorized use. Approximately 12.2 miles of trails for non-motorized used would

     be constructed and linked to other trails (Figure 2-7).

            (a) Parking areas at or near trailheads would be constructed in the vicinity of the       

     enhanced trails (Figure 2-7).

Under separate Forest Service funding, vegetation treatment and fuels management (such as

forest thinning) would be conducted along the road and where needed to reduce the risk of fire.

